Subject Description Form

Co-requisite/

Subject Code APSS3221

Subject Title Civil Society and Governance
Credit Value 3

Level 3

Pre-requisite/ Nil

Exclusion
Assessment
Methods
100% Continuous Assessment | Individual Assessment | Group Assessment
1. In-class assignment 40% --
2. Term Paper 60% -
o The grade is calculated according to the percentage assigned;
e The completion and submission of all component assignments are required for
passing the subject.
Objectives The subject aims to:

1. introduce students to understand civil society and its relations to the state and
market;

2. familiarize students with the historic development and theories of civil society;

3. provide students with a basic knowledge of how civil society is linked to
governance; and

4. inform students of the development of civil society in local and global contexts.

Intended Learning
Outcomes

Upon completion of the subject, students will be able to:
a. gain information literacy on civil society;

b. utilize the basic analytical tools in assessing civil society development in local
and global contexts;

c. examine emerging issues in the future development of civil society and
governance; and

d. communicate clearly the impacts of civil society development on social
development and problem intervention.
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Subject Synopsis/
Indicative Syllabus

- Development of civil society

- Civil society as new forms of governance

- Emerging typology and features of civil society

- Civil society and the state: regime and institutional framework

- Theories of civil society: from volunteerism to social capital and the third sector

- Measuring civil society: environment, institutions, civil society organizations,
values and beliefs

- Debates and concerns: human rights, democracy, citizenship and social
development

- Civil society in Hong Kong and the Greater China
- Global civil society and governance

- Sustaining civil society: global issues, actors and cosmopolitanism

Teaching/Learning | This subject uses a combination of lectures and seminars designed for fostering student-

Methodology centered problem-learning. In lectures, students will be encouraged to engage in
debates and discussions on theoretical perspectives commonly used for examining civil
society and its contribution. In seminars, they are provided with an added opportunity
to communicate their own case study on civil society to others and reflection on their
own learning.

Assessment

Methods in Specific assessment % Intended subject learning outcomes to

Alignment with methods/tasks weighting | be asses.sed (Please tick as

Intended Learning appropriate)

Outcomes a b c d

1. In-class assignments 40% v v v v
2. Term Paper 60% v v v v
Total 100 %

Explanation of the appropriateness of the assessment methods in assessing the intended
learning outcomes:

In-class assignments:

Students are expected to discuss in groups on their critical views on selected
government administrative issues to demonstrate how much they have understood the
processes and mechanisms of government and public administration. They are expected
to use case materials to illustrate how they could apply the theories and concepts they
have learned in lectures with a PowerPoint presentation while generating genuine
debates and discussions. This exercise will show how well they have learned and how
effective they are as communicators.
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Term Paper:

Students will write an individual assignment based on their case studies. In this exercise,
students can demonstrate their information literacy and communication skills,
particularly in terms of organization, coherence and clarity.

Student Study Class contact:
Effort Required
= Lecture 30 Hrs.
=  Seminar 9 Hrs.
Other student study effort:
= Self-directed Studies 40 Hrs.
*  Assignment Preparation 11 Hrs.
=  Study for examination 20 Hrs.
Total student study effort 110 Hrs.
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